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Press Release

Retailers of all sizes contribute to a Sustainable Europe 2020
24 June 2010

ERRT President Sir Terry Leahy and EuroCommerce President Rainhardt von Leoprechting announce sustainable business code for Europe’s retailers.
Brussels, June 24 2010:  One year on from the launch of the Retailers’ Environmental Action Programme (REAP), Sir Terry Leahy, CEO of Tesco and President of the European Retail Round Table, and Rainhardt von Leoprechting, Vice President / Head of Corporate Relations, Metro Group and President of EuroCommerce today announced a Code for Environmentally Sustainable Business.
The code, which has already been signed by 17
 companies and 9
 federations, commits retailers to action in six areas: sourcing; resource efficiency; transport and distribution; waste management; communications and reporting. 
At a Retail Forum for Sustainability event in Brussels, speakers including European Commissioner Janez Potočnik outlined the crucial role of retailers in Europe’s sustainable future.  Retailers are part of the solution – not only can they work on reducing their own environmental footprint, but through their enormous sphere of influence, they can work with supply chains and empower consumers.
Sir Terry Leahy says “In the year since the launch of the Retailers’ Environmental Action Programme, we are pleased with the significant progress we have made: the huge numbers of changes that are being made in stores, in our distribution systems, with our suppliers, with NGO partners and of course customers.  Today, we are taking a next step with the launch of the Code.  We know we have more to do and I am confident that the implementation of this Code will help us to do so. Any company, no matter how much it has done so far, can sign up and show it is committed to action.  It’s a great example of the creation of a mass movement in green consumption working in practice.” 

Dr. Rainhardt von Leoprechting said “The retail sector is not only a huge player in the European economy, generating 13% of GDP, it is also the link between industry and millions of consumers.  In this pivotal role we can work with all actors along the supply chain to develop new sustainable solutions.  Together we can lead Europe towards a better, greener future. ”
EuroCommerce and the commerce sector

EuroCommerce represents the retail, wholesale and international trade sectors in Europe. Its membership includes commerce federations and 30 of the largest companies in 31 countries. 

Commerce plays a unique role in the European economy, acting as the link between manufacturers and the nearly 500 million consumers across Europe over a billion times a day. It is a dynamic and labour-intensive sector, generating 11% of the EU’s GDP. One company out of three in Europe is active in the commerce sector. Over 95% of the 6 million companies in commerce are small and medium-sized enterprises. It also includes some of Europe’s most successful companies. The sector is a major source of employment creation: 31 million Europeans work in commerce, which is one of the few remaining job-creating activities in Europe. It also supports millions of dependent jobs throughout the supply chain from small local suppliers to international businesses.

ERRT

The European Retail Round Table was established to express the views of large retailers on a range of issues of common interest focused on EU public policy.  Their businesses operate worldwide and represent a cross-section of the retail sector.  Collectively, ERRT members have a turnover of more than €400 billion and employ 2.3 million people in over 40,000 stores.  

ERRT Members: Asda Wal*Mart, C&A, Carrefour Group, Delhaize Group, El Corte Inglés, H&M, IKEA, Inditex, Kingfisher, Marks & Spencer, Mercadona, Metro Group, Royal Ahold and Tesco.

www.errt.org 

The full text of Code for Environmentally Sustainable Business can be seen at www.errt.org and www.eurocommerce.be.
The Retailers’ Environmental Action Report, containing details of specific activities undertaken by member retailers, is at www.errt.org and www.eurocommerce.be. 
Contacts:

Xavier R. Durieu
Paul Skehan

Secretary General, EuroCommerce
Director, ERRT

+32 2 737 05 91
+32 2 2865123

delberghe@eurocommerce.be
pskehan@errt.org 
� Asda Wal*Mart, Auchan, Carrefour, C&A, Delhaize, Ikea, Inditex, Kaufland, Kingfisher, Marks and Spencer, Mercator, Mercadona, Metro Group, Rewe Group, Royal Ahold, Tesco, Coop Switzerland 


� ANGED (Asocación Nacional de Grandes Empresas de Distribución), CCP (Confederação de Comércio e Serviços de Portugal), CEC (Confederación Española de Comercio), CLC (Conféderation Luxembourgeoise du Commerce),  EuroCommerce, ERRT (European Retail Round Table), FCD (Fédération des Entreprises du Commerce et de la Distribution),  Fedis (Fédération des Entreprises de Distribution), Finnish Commerce Federation, Kaupan Liitto (Federation of Finnish Commerce) 
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