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Press Release

RETAILERS WELCOME LAUNCH OF EU SUSTAINABILITY PLAN
16 July 2008

Commerce welcomes today’s long-awaited publication of the Sustainable Consumption and Production and Sustainable Industrial Policy Action Plan by the Commission, and announce that they are working with the Commission to develop a concerted, cohesive retail involvement in the actions.
The plan aims at improving the overall environmental performance of products throughout their life-cycle, promoting and stimulating the demand for better products and production technologies, and helping consumers to make better choices. 
European retailers share the view that achieving sustainable consumption and production is a key challenge for the future.  Every day, retailers witness the changing demands of their customers, the constantly evolving expectations for suitable and accurate information, the rapid introduction of new eco-products and ever ‘greener’ supply chain processes.

At the same time, retailers witness the challenges in converting consumers’ general environmental awareness into purchasing decisions, in anticipating future consumer wishes without becoming divorced from current consumer demands and in greening their internal processes and procedures at an economically sound and efficient pace.

Paul Skehan, Director, European Retail Round Table (ERRT), said: “It is clear that consumers are the most powerful agents of change in the economy and that consumer demand is the most effective way to engage business energy, resources and innovation.  Customers still want us to provide a good shopping trip, they also want us to be responsible, to be good neighbours in the communities that we serve and to be fair and honest in the way we run our businesses.  Significantly though, they now demand much more from us than that:  They also expect us to help them to do the right thing.  An expectation that underpins the changing way the retail sector does business.”
“Our companies see in today’s publication of the action plan the recognition of their role in the debate.  They have long engaged in activities aimed at reducing their environmental footprint as well as offering consumers a choice.  I am confident that this new action plan will encourage retailers to go even further,” said Xavier Durieu, Secretary General, EuroCommerce.

For any further information or clarification, please contact
Paul Skehan, ERRT +32.2.2865123

Xavier Durieu, EuroCommerce +32.2.7370591
Notes for Editors:

EuroCommerce:  represents the retail, wholesale and international trade sectors in Europe.  Its membership includes commerce federations in 31 countries, European and national associations representing specific commerce sectors and individual companies. Commerce is the closest link between manufacturers and the 493 million consumers across Europe. It is a dynamic and labour-intensive sector, generating 11% of the EU's GDP. Over 95% of the 6 million companies in commerce are small & medium-sized enterprises. Over 30 million Europeans work in commerce and the sector is one the few sectors steadily creating employment across Europe. It also supports millions of dependent jobs throughout the supply chain from small local suppliers to international businesses. 
www.eurocommerce.be
ERRT:  The European Retail Round Table was established to express the views of large retailers on a range of issues of common interest focused on EU public policy.  Their businesses operate worldwide and represent a cross-section of the retail sector.  Collectively, ERRT members have a turnover of more than €350 billion and employ 2.1 million people in Europe.  ERRT Members - Ahold, Asda / Wal-Mart, C&A, Carrefour, Delhaize, DSG international, El Corte Inglés, H&M, IKEA, Inditex, Kingfisher, Marks & Spencer, Mercadona, Metro Group and Tesco.
www.errt.org 
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