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Press Release

Single Market, Multiple Challenges
10 September 2010
	The European Retail Round Table (ERRT) has today issued a document highlighting the difficulties large European retailers face in doing business throughout the EU, and has called for 6 specific actions to address the problems identified.

The paper proposes actions to be included in the Commission’s Single Market Act, scheduled to be adopted in October, and responds to the Commission’s Retail Market Monitoring Report COM(2010) 355, issued in July.  In summary, the following actions are recommended:
         1.  Enforce freedom of establishment for the benefit of competition and consumers

         2.  Enforce free movement of goods – bottlenecks remain

         3.  Use SEPA to put €13 billion back into the economy annually

         4.  Allow EU citizens to buy pharma products at fair prices

         5.  Facilitate e-commerce and cross border sales
         6.  Develop a strategic approach to foster and develop the retail sector through 2020
Paul Skehan, ERRT Director, said:  “The single market is one of the greatest achievements of the EU.  It is also the bedrock on which future economic growth, competitiveness and employment creation will be based.  Recovery from the current economic crisis will be built on the competitive advantage that the single market can offer.  Large European retailers not only depend on the single market to grow, to expand and to employ – but we also help underpin the market, by opening new stores, offering EU citizens greater choice and competitive prices, and offering EU-wide opportunities to many manufacturers who otherwise struggle to break out of their national markets.”
However, the report highlights the barriers and bottlenecks retailers face on a daily basis which:

· prevent them from opening new stores - thereby improving access;

· prevent them from shipping goods easily throughout the Union;

· prevent them from offering a full range of services (e.g. pharmacies, bakeries, etc)

· prevent them from selling easily across borders through e-commerce;

· prevent them from offering lower prices to consumers (e.g. anti-competitive payment cards fees and charges; Member State restrictions on price competition, etc.).

Details are included in the attached paper.


For any further information or clarification, please contact Paul Skehan, ERRT +32.475.388415
ERRT:  The European Retail Round Table was established to express the views of large retailers on a range of issues of common interest focused on EU public policy.  Their businesses operate worldwide and represent a cross-section of the retail sector.  Collectively, ERRT members have a turnover of more than €400 billion and employ 2.4 million people in over 44,000 stores.    www.errt.org
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